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On Sept. 28, Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) leader Abimael Guzman went on trial before a
military tribunal comprised of anonymous judges (jueces sin rostro). The closed-door trial is
expected to last 10 days and an appeal of the verdict is scheduled to be heard by the Supreme
Council of Military Justice before Oct. 27. Guzman, who is being tried on charges including treason,
is expected to receive a sentence of life imprisonment. During the trial proceedings, Guzman and his
attorney, Alfredo Crespo, are kept in a separate room from the panel of judges and the prosecuting
attorney. Guzman is confined inside a large iron cage and is kept at a minimum distance of 13 feet
from his attorney. Crespo has requested that the proceedings be conducted in a civilian, rather than
military, court. Guzman, captured Sept. 12, was transferred from the national Anti-terrorist Police
headquarters in Lima to the San Lorenzo island naval base, located off the coast of Lima's El Callao
port, during a secret, pre-dawn operation Sept. 27. Also on Sept. 27, President Alberto Fujimori
issued a decree mandating forced labor for convicted traitors, including rebel leaders and militants.
Under terms of the decree, persons convicted of treason would be held in solitary confinement at
maximum-security facilities during the first year of their sentence and would be subject to forced
labor during the second and subsequent years. Crespo has said that if Guzman is ordered to serve
his sentence in Puno, located high in the Andes, it would be "the same thing as condemning him
to death," given that Guzman suffers from several serious ailments. "The government will be
responsible for what happens to doctor Guzman," said Crespo. On Oct. 1, international news
agencies reported widespread panic among parents of schoolchildren in El Callao following reports
of the appearance of pamphlets in which Sendero threatened to take 1,000 students hostage and kill
them one by one until Guzman was released. Parents rushed to city schools to bring their children
home. (Sources: Notimex, 10/01/92; Agence France-Presse, 09/28/92, 09/29/92, 10/01/92, 10/02/92;
Associated Press, 10/02/92)
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